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Clothes line

Objectives

· To investigate where and how our clothes are made.

· To explore alternative ways of designing, making and disposing of clothes, so materials can be reused or turned into compost. 

Curriculum

Geography, Design & Technology, Art & Design, English and ICT

Materials

· Computer with Internet access

· Rope and pegs to create a clothes line

· Article ‘Shoes that bloom’

· Article ‘From comfy seats to cool bags’

Procedure

· Invite the children to bring a number of clothing items made from different materials (e.g. cotton t-shirt, organic cotton t-shirt, polyester shirt, silk blouse, leather jacket, woolly jumper, etc.). Discuss where and how they were made.

· Create a clothes line and add a tag for each clothing item with information on where and how it was made. 

· What happens to these clothes when they are worn out? Explore different options: passed on to a younger sibling, thrown in a clothes bank for recycling, charity shop, landfill or incineration. Do we have to waste all these precious materials?

· Explore ways in which textiles could be reused to make new things (clothes, bags, furniture etc.) You can use the examples of ‘Shoes that bloom’ and ‘From comfy seats to cool bags’.
· Ask the children to bring old clothes and invite them to turn them into something else. For example, old gloves and woolly hats can be turned into fun animal-shaped doorstops. Old jeans can be made into cool bags. Encourage them to think about how they can reuse or compost materials when their doorstops or bags are worn out. 
Additional resources

· ‘A T-shirt with a difference’: On a map of the world, follow the journey of a T-shirt from cotton fields in India to a shop in England.

· Book ‘How we Make Stuff’ - Where do our clothes come from?: Explanation of how clothes are made from natural and manmade fibres.

